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"Ms, SY He Divine Law that conſti- 
- Nami rutes; Tribute. the due of 
Wi IG Princes , hath conſigned 
WE =O Hour the due of No- 
oles : which by the Learned is diſtingui- 
ſhed into Civil, whichis.a Deſcent. from 
worthy Anceſtors Moral, whale Sreing 


IS 


MAD at, 


... The Epiſtle 
is Virtde':- and Chriſtian, which conſiſts 
in a, New Birth, whereby we are Co-heirs 
with Chriſt, and the Off ſpring of God. 
Madam » I judge my ſelf asinſaffici- 
ent, as Envy can do impertinent , to 
thipk by Elogies of your Merit , to add 
Luſtre ro your Name; your Ladiſhip 
ſtands upon ſuch a Theatre , that every 
Scene of your life is expoſed to Publique 
View, and therefgre it I ſhould give flat- 
tering Titles, the Suffrage of men would 
ſoon condemn me; but where God hath 
made mea Debtor, it is but juſt to make 
Payment in conſcience to the. higheſt 
SanRion, and Sence of my own Obliga- 
tion of Gratittide. How your Ladiſhip 
is enobled by Birth , I ſhall relate in the 
words of the Learned Voſſius, whoinkis 
Book of the three Creeds, Dedicated to 
William Prince of Azrange, tells us, that 
his Deſcent was from Adolpbus, of Naſ- 
ſaw Ceſar in the twelfth Century,fo _ 
4- 


Madem,by your Blond; 'and-Allyes, 
ou area Branch curcling from an Iope- 
rial Stem of Majeſty. 
But Madam , the Nobility 'of your 
Deſcent , ondy enrolls:your Name in 
the Cat of .the Great , - is Secular 
and. Tranfitory , Calculated . for this 
World; but it is your Grace and Vir- 
tue' that writes it in 'the Book of Life, 
and Embalms it; to. Immortality ; the 
Wieaths of civiſHonour are! withering, 
Grandeur _— , bur Godlineſs 19/4 
Crown that fadeth not away':'|-which- 
conſiſts in .a' great 'Humiliry.,.' conftane 
Devotion , and - a diffuſive -Chatky , 
which were the Amabilities 6f your Li" 
diſhips Converſation among us ;* ſo thi 
youve kit behind you'd Nate, 
and-e4rrict] with you a good Conſiente): 
To digeſt juſt prailes, is a tender}/and' 
diſcreet V irtue', (that therefore you may 
give ttt Gloty'to God; T Thalt turn a Pa- 
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* The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
negyrick into a/Prayer; That pn 
may, be precious un the fight of God,'' as 
the Apple of his Eye, the Signet on his 
Right hand;| and be made up among his 
Jewell;/T 40 p_n: of. your preatelt. 
temporal ' Bleflings may be borne with 
Patzencs, |;and what God hathvſpared-, 
may heenjgyedwith Moderation; that 
yaul mind rty. be :equal, ' and fixed ity 
rhegreat Accidents.,oand Viiciſfitudes 
hamant Late:;. that:che Kim dom of Ire- 
land thayj(provetoiyour Lad hip a For-- 
tate land, by:becoming what it once 
wasalled, an:Ifland of Saints. ©1412 
_ vHhig/Sexman;had been ſooner: mide- 
publick;but that it wasretarded by a'tedi-/ 
ougiicknels; when it was. preached, itilvas- 
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' canſetratedtoGod;and movin printedy; 


irs ledicatsdto your Ladiſhip, bythels- 


bedience, of « 2; 2 tt ic iy 3D 0-1 
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Having a form of Godlineſs , but derying 


the power thereof. 


Aint Paul who was not a whit bchind the 
chiefeſt Apoſtles in Languages, Labours, 
Gifts of healing, Viſions, Extaſies, and 
Propherick Inſpirations, foretel!s us, what 
monſtrous impictics the Womb of time- ſhould 
travell with under the diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel; He forelaw the wickedneſs of men 
Aying on, as faſt as the wings of time could car- 
ry it : Thar '3s the Dew of Heaven, and 
Showres of Divine bleflings ſhould deſcend in 
plenty and abundatice, (6 the Inundation of 
iniquity ſhonld riſe higher ro deJuge and over- 
flow the world, that rimes ſhould be as perillous, 
as fins were exceeding finfull : There fore as 
B a 


C2.) 
a good Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt, not ignorant 
of the devices and ſtratagems of his ſpiritual 
enemies, he preſents us witha Liſt of their Le- 
gions3 ſach a Catalogue of Vices that may 
exerciſe our patience to recite, as Well as reſiſt 
them: where ſelfe love leads the Van, and Hy- 
pocriſte in Religion brings up the Rear; 
And prefixeth this Aſterisk = z=«! do thou 
turn Gnoſtick in this, Son Timothy , and 
know that the laſt dayes ſhall be evil, for men 
ſhall be. Traytors, Truce-breakers , Heady, 
High-minded, Lowers of pleaſures, more then 
Lovers of God, having a form, but denying 
the power of Godlineſs. The Ages ſubſequent 
to the Apoſtle have given a completion to his 
Prophefſie,that no Frauds ſo infinuating as that 
which 1s pious, no Error ſo infectious as that 
which is formal, when the Devil tells Lyes in 
Hypocrifte from under the Mantle of a Prophet, 
they are credited as the Oracles of God, and 
menthink they entertain Celeſtial. Immiſſtons, 
when he ſuggeſteth things-that ſeem to ſavour 
of picty 2s an Angel of light. Valentinus 
preach'd zealouſly, Arius repented publickly, 
Pelagius lived piouſly ; yet they were a Tri- 
umvirateof the moſt pernicious Hereticks that 
ever 
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(3) 
ever troubled the Church, when a man of Parts, 
and Eloquence, who deſigns Schiſm in the 
Church, and [Edition in the State comes up in« 
ro the Pulpit with a glorious Profeſlion, mag- 
nifies his induſtry in the converſion of Souls, 
and ſeems himſelf to be in an Agony, when he 
talks of our Saviour 3 his mortified countesz 
nance enlivens his Projets, his Perſon is had in 
admiration, his Diſcourſes received with creduz 
lity , as the Babilonians entertain'd Zopyrus, 
who by ſhewing them his mangled members 
made himſelf Maſter of their Aﬀe&tions, and 
ſoon after Darins Lord of their City. 

So ſad is the Truth, that as the moſt poyſo: 
nous pills may be guilded, fo the vileſt impie- 
ties may be garniſhed with a ſhew of Religion : 
as may appear from thoſe the Apoſtle mentions 
verſe 2. Covetons , Boaſters, Proud, Blaſphe- 
mers &c. Aman may be Covetous in his cha- 
rity, Judas may aske why the Oyntment was 
not fold and given to the poor, not that he 
cared for the poor, but becauſe he was a Thicf, 
a man may be a Boaſter in his ſelf denial, with 
the Philolopher write a Treatile againſt Vain- 
glory, and (ubſcribe ro ir wich his own Name; 
Proud in his humiiicy, like Diotropbes preach 
B 2 the 
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the Goſpel and affect Preheminence, or Diogez 
nes revile the Crandure of Princes with greater 
inſolence, a Blaſphemer in his prayers crying as 
the Phariſee, God , Ithank thee , that I am not 
as other men are, and for all that be worle, and 
take his name in vain : There hath not been an 
irreverend Perſon in the Aſſembly, a difloyal 
Perſon to Authority, a ſchismatical Seperatiſt 
irom the Church : no, not the Murder of Gods 
Prophets, and Gods Anoynted, nor any facri- 
Jegious Alienation of their Eſtates, and Main- 
tenance, nor the Blaſphemies of Quakers, Ran- 
ters, and Familiſts ,. but have been uſhered in 
with the hideous out-cryes of Repentance and 
Reformation: there 1s not a ſinnerin the Cata- 
logue, but may have the form of Godlineſs, and 
deny the power thereof. 

The terms of the propoſition tobe explained 
are four: Godlineſs, the Form of Godlineſs , 
the Power, the Denying the power under the Form 
of it. 

Gedlinzſs, if we conſult the FEtymon, the 
Hellenifts will tell us, 1s derived from a verb 
thatſigniftes to worſhip , and imports that {o- 
Jemn Reverence a Creature oweth his Maker, 
andthatin the dayes of Moſes he was called a 
Godly 


a # 
Godly perſon, that was a Proſelyte of the Gate, 
acknowledged and ador'd a Deity , obſerved 
the ſeven precepts of the ſons of Noah, with Cor- 
nelins , and the Ethiopian Eunuch. But the F(> 
ſence of it conſiſts in the Latitade of Holineſs, 
the ReQtitude and Conformity of the heart, and 
life to the firſt and ſecond Tables of the Law 3 
Godlinels is profitable to all things, that is obe- 
dience to that Law that is holy in its Precept, 
zaſt in its Penalties, and good in its Rewards. 
| Yet inother places of thele Epiſtles to Timothy, 
itis tobe underſtood in a more limited ſenſe , 
{metimes for the Syſteme of fundamental 
truths, call'd the Dod@rine according to Godli- 
nels, the Symbol of which the Apoſtle gives us, 
when he ſaith, Great zsthe myſtery of Godlineſs. 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh, &c. Sometimes for 
the Duties of Religion, diſtin& from the Mora- 
lities of honeſt men, fo we are e&horted to live 
' peaceable , and quiet lives in Godlineſs , and ho- 
neſty, but here being oppoled ro a Form, an Ex 
ternal Pomp and Pageantry, ir is the inward Pu- 
rity and Devotion of the heart, whereby Gol 'is 
worſhipped in Spirit withour Carnality , and in 
Truth without Hypocrilie. 

The form of Godlineſs, is its Scheme ;' and 
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external Similitnde, a Faſhion, and reſem: 
blance, or appearance of that which is not real 
and intrinſical. As Jupiteramong the Pocts was 
metamorphoſed into the fhape of a Beaſt, 
though he pretended to be a Deity ; ſo thele 
men would pretend to be Deities, when they 
are but Beaftsz the word beings «5;-c« not 1.G- 
the Eſſential Form cannot be here intended, 
which is ſo far from the denial of Godlineſs, that 
it gives it Difference and Operation, as the Rea- 
ſonable Soul is the form of a man , whereby he ' 
diſcourſeth, and is diſtinguiſhed from all other 
Ranks of Beings, ſo the Image of God is the 
Form of Godlineſs that gives it Power, and Diz 
ſtinQion from all things that are rot homogeni- 
al to it. But that form which conſiſts in a Cumu- 
lation of accidents, and is the more Vain and 
and void, as the Textis excellent, on which it 
15a Gloſs, and Paraphraſe : ſo Eſau who was 
under the Curle of the Creation to bring forth 
Briars, and Thorns, being an hairy and rough 
man, in the form and apparel of Jacob, ſeem'd 
a Paradile, and (melled like a Field which the 
Lord had blefled : ſo a common perſon in a 
Comedy may repreſent the Majeſty of a Mo: 
narch. But then theſe Formsare like the Idea's 
of 


of Plato, wholy abſtracted from matter, and 
deſtitute of the power of Godlineſs. 

This power of Godlineſs is, when the Habits 
of Grace ſend forth the vigorous and vital 
Aﬀtings of holyneſs, as the Fountain doth 
Streams, and the Sun Rayes and Emanations of 
light, as will appeare inthe ſequel of this diſ- 
courle. | 

Men deny the power under the forn l 
Godlineſs when they leemto be Pious, becauſe 
they are Politick, and profeſs thefnſelves Chri- 
ſtians becauſe SubjeRs to a King that is the De- 
fender of the Faith ; yet think, that the ex» 
quiſite Holineſs of the Law, is but the Severity 
of Melancholick Men, who have repreſented 
Chriſt to be an hard Maſter, and therefore al- 
though they invocate his Name are difloyal to 
his Commands, profeſs they know God, but in 
works Deny him; ingeminatean oral Loyalty, 
crying Lord , Lord , but do not his will : and fo 
think to palliat the Atheilm of their lives by 
theReligion of their Language : Thus the Em- 
phaſis and Important Terms of the Propoſition 
are explained. 

\  Wemight juſtly expe&, whenan Apoſtle is 

* giving usthe Kalander and Ephimerides of the 
Time 
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Times of the Meſsias ; that the firſt Proſpe&t in 
the Firmament of the Church, would be an Ho- 
rizon of hope, the diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
being lo bright and blefled, When the Sun of 
righteouſneſs did appear wich healing in his 
wings; yet he preſageth nothing, bur Clouds, 

and Darkneſs, Eclipſes of that Jight that ſhould 
ſhine before many, glaring,and portentous Phai- 
nomena's , and the Signes of Heaven without 
Celeſtial Influences : in the laſt dayes perillous 
times ſhall come , Laſt dayes they are in re- 
gard of the adminiſtration , that doth ſucceed, 

and exceed that which was Levitical, Chriſt 
being a better Prince then Moſes in "bis San- 
Ctions , a better Prieſt then Aaron 1n his 
Sacrifice, he was not onely an High Prieſt , 
but an Apoſtle, that was ſent out ofthe Boſome 
of the Father, tobring glad tydings, yet when 
the Plenty of Grace was moſt of all diſperſed, 
the Power of Godlineſs was moſt deſpiled , fo 
that men wereefferated by clemency;, enraged 
by meekneſs, impatient by forbearance, wax 
wanion inthe moſt goodly Heritage ; and Jive 


as it Chriſt were an hard Maſter in the Largeſls 


of his Bounty. For in the liſt dayes , men ſhall 


be Lovers of themſelves, having a form of God 
li- 
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09.) 
lineſs , but denying the power thereof: So that 
firſt the Form, and then the Power, are the Ar- 
guments ofmy preſent” Diſcourſe. | 

A Form may be confidered as a Virgin, or a 
Profticute, as abſtracted from , or concomitant 
upon the powers of Religion, as' Diana was in 
H-avena (tar, but in Hell a firebrand, and Con- 
ſort of Plnto; ſoa form flowing from' the power 
of Godlineſs, is Angelical, but diveſted from it, 
Diabolical. 

For when our Works of Darkneſs appear as 
Angels of Light, we mock, God, 'by honouring 
him with our Lips, and dethroning him from 
our Hearts, we crucifie the Lord of Glory; and, 
as the Souldiers, put a Crown on his Head, and 
Robes on his body, and ſalute him with an Iro- 
ny, Hail King of the Fews; we worſhip the true 
God, as if he were an Idol, that had eyes, and 
ſaw not, not contidering his great Attribute of 
ſcarching the heart ; we make Cod abhor # his 
own Inſtitutions, and reverſe his Laws , bring 
no more vain Oblations, incenſe is an abomination 
tome, asit he would receive no Honour from 
the Services of Hypocrites, but what he diſ- 
trains for by his publick Judgements} Thus a 
form isadelperate Incentive to, and a plaufible 
C En- 


(10 ) 
gine of thegreateſt ViJlanies; Cainfirſt Sacrifi- 
ced to his God, and then ſlaughtered his Bro- 
ther; Fexabel inſtitutes a Faſt, and then thirſts 
for the Blood of Naboth. The flrange Woman 
paid her vowes with Peace-offerings in her 
hands, and then managed the Artifices of an 
Adulrereſs, and entred into Obſcene Dia- 
logues ofdefiling her husbands Bed. The Jews 
conſecrated Gifts to the Treaſury of the Tem- 
ple, and thencryed , the Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple of the Lord are we , but the Corban turn- 
ed Bethel the Houſe of God, into Bethaven an 
Houſe of Aﬀidtion, to their indigent, and unre- 
lieved Parents. Thas a Formalift makes the 
Rites of Religion, a Gloſs for ſin, ſollicits wick- 
edneſs inthe external gloritications of God, and 
is Itke thoſe ſort of Meteors, that ſhine onely in 
their fall from heaven. 

Buta Form , in conjunGtion with the Power, 
is an Oroament of great Price in the ſight of 
God; St. Paul doth not diſcourage a form, that 
1s modeſt in Complexior,grave in Geſture, diſ- 
creet in the Expreſſions of it (elf; that waits 
on the Power of Godlineſs , as a Diſciple on his 
Maſter, ora Servant on his.Lord 3 as he faithin 
the firſt Epiſtle, Good works become women, pro- 
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ſing Godlineſs ; Religion is not to be like thoſe 
mineral mountains that appear barren, when the 
Veins of Gold ſodge in their Bowells, but as the 
Kings daughter, all glorious within, yet her Ray- 
ment 1s of wrought Gold. Can a Maid forget her 
ornaments? ora Bride her attire ? or the Spouſe 
of Chriſt her Rayment of Needle:work ? as 
David invited all his faculties within him, fo 
his Glory, his Tongue,tojoyn in the Chorus, as 
the moſt natural, proper , and muſical Inſtru- 
ment, whereby an heart, Big with the Burden 
in the ſongs of Praile, could beſt deliver it ſel! ; 
our Lights are ſo to ſhine before men, that they ee- 
ing our good works, may glorifie our Father which 
is in heaven. | 

The corruption of this form, is either Grols, 
and Phariſaical, when men are Zealots for the 
firſt Table, for the Temple, and Invocation, for 
Sacrifices and Altars, for Incenſc, and Oblation, 
Sabbaths, and ſolemn Feaſts; but break in pie- 
ces the ſecond, neither (paring their neighbours 
Wives in Luſt, nor their Lives in their Anger, 
nor their Eſtates in their Avarice , nor their 
Good Names in their Ambition; as if the two 
Tables were as the two Principles, and Gods of 
the Manichees , - the 6neCood , and the other 
C 2 Evil; 
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-Evil-3-the firſt; Table a Sacred Edid, a Royal 


Promulgation to'be kept, the ſecond to' be yio- 
latedas a Snare, and Tyrannical Exaction. 

The ather corruption 1s Subtile and Moral, 
when a Form of Godlineſs, and Honeſty do 
meet together and Kils each other; Aman may 
be born in the Pale of the Church, baptized 
intothe moſt holy faith, inſtructed 1n her Cate- 
chiſmes, and Hojnilies, And ,only be a Patriot 
of Virtue in the -profeſſion of Faith : he ma 
ſtand up at the recitatzon. of the Creed, and 
ſay Amen to, cyery! Article, and yet beuſt in 
hisaGions, temperate 1h bus life, generous in' his 


fpirt, upon ne-other principles then Socrates or 


Seneca might be, his Religious Duties are all 
Moralities, he teads.che {cripture and: entertains 
them, with ;afi. humane Faith; as the. ſtories of 
Zenophon, or Plittarch, he gives tothe Poor and 
calls ieCharity, when his Almes are the Iſſues 
of a natural Compaſſion, and Benignity, what | 
he doth is from'the Diftates of Reaſon, which 
aie pcrtetive of the humane nature, not frem 
an allent to a divine Revelation, or Obedience 
to the will of God : Now Virtue 1n a Profeſſi: 
on of Godline(s is, the higheſt ſemblance of 
Grace, I catnot perſwade.yy.telt that the light 
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(13) 
of nature that convinceth Atheiſm, and cons 
templates on the Omnipotence and Wiſdom of 
God is an ignis fatuns ; or that the Law of Na- 
ture that God hath written in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, as well as the hearts of all menis a Thione 
of Iniquity , or that Honeſty,, Temperance , 
Chaſtity and Juſtice are glittering ſins, but ra- - 
ther belcive that they are Rudiments of our 
Creation, not wholy Obliteratcd by the fall of 
man though they do not pleaſe Godin that way 
of Complacency that faith doth; they may be 
Stritures , and darker Shaddowes, though 
Oraces are the Bright and Orient Colours in 
that Soul that is created after Gods image : To 
apply all this, if a man profeſleth himſelf a 
Chriſtian, and is only Chaſt as a Brave Romance, 
outof Glory, ot a Mind'cultivated by Reaſon, 
none can reſolve the Sophiſm, and ſay that his 
Virtue doth not flow from the influences of 
faith, but the infallibility of Heaven, and his 
own Conſcience, The Formes of Godlineſs be- 
1ng-then skilfull to deceive, I ſhall ablolvemy 
diſcourſe in two particulars. Firſt in ſhewing 
Reaſons why Godlineſs will expreſs it {elf ina 
Form, then Rules to dire& the Form by the 
Power. 


Rea- 
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Reaſons why Godlineſs hath a Form : 


The nature of Graces is to be aftive in the 
Diſcovery of it ſelf z The Spirit of God is no 
where more Rhetorical then in the Variety of 
Metaphors on this Subject, He calls it a Light 
that muſt ſhine before men, that may as eaſily be 
ſuppreſſed in its Heat, as conceal'd in its Bright - 
neſs ; He compares it to the vita} moyſture of 
a Tree planted by the Rivers of water, that ſend: 
eth forthits Bloſſoms and Fruits in due ſeaſon ; 
to Leaven, whole Fermentation continues till 
it bath Leawened the whole Lump : to perfumed 
Garments; the ſmel of Lebanon;and the Powders 
of the Merchazts ; fuch an Impulle there igin 
Crace to diſplay its own Glory ; So it was 
with St. Paul who was to beare' the name of 
Chriſt before Kings, faith he, I beleived, there: 
fore ha ve I ſpoken. and in St. Peter who bare the 
name of Chriſt before the Sanedrim ; 'we cans 
not but ſpeake the things we have ſeen, and beard. 
when David muſed, the Fire burned, but it 
flamed forth when he ſpake, out of the Abun- 
dance of his heart 3 with the heart a man be- 
leived 
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leiveth unto Reebreouſneſs, and with the tongue 
Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. 

The (enle of thoſe great Priviledges, and 
divine Relations we have by Godlinef, excites 
us ror, if we are achoſen Generation, a Royal 
Pcerſt-hood, a Holy Nation, and Peculiar Peo- 
ple3 it is ro ſhew forth the Praiſes of him that 
called us ;' ſo David that was a choſen Prince, 
a Royal Prophet, a Peculiar Perſon did; Come 
and heare all ye that fear God, and I will tell you 
what he hath done for my Soul ; it is not proper 
for that Soul that is Londin begging mercye<,to 
be Silent, when it receives them : God hath de- 
livered my Darling from the Paw of the Lyon, 
redeemed me from ſin, reſcued me fron Satan, 
ranſomed me from the Bottomleſs Pit, and with 
a greater depth of Love, hath invited me with 
glorious Liberties, made me a member of his 
Son, equal tothe Angels , an Heir of his King-. 
dom, andit Iam ſtill ſilent, muſt implead his 
goodneſs, becauſe it is unutrerable, and m 
own joy that is unſpeakable, and full of glo- 
ry. 
Ie ts Gods end in giving Graces, that their in- 
trinſick Worthand Luſtre may ſhine forth , to 
his own Glory, and the Good of others, we are 


fil- 
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filled with the fruits of Righteouſnels, to the 
praiſe, and glory of God ; and hereby is the Fa- 
ther glorifyed , if we bring forth much fruit : 
Grace loſeth that advantage of its Influence, 
and Exemplarity, when it isa candle put under 
a buſhel, which it hath , when all the Graces 
ſhine asa Branch of lights to the whole houſe : 
when faith leads a Monaſtick Lite, is an Hermit 
in Solitudes, and agitates devout meditations in 
a private Boſome ; it isan incloſed Garden ina 
Wilderneſs, it gives pleaſure toa contemplative 
Life; butitſeems not to work by Love in the 
feeling of Communion, by cafting Beams on the 
Members of that Body , whoſe Head is Chriſt: 
a Form thenis acceptable to God, being ler: 
viceable to the Communion of Saints, and in- 
ſtrumental to the Honour of his own Name. 
Cod requires the ſervice and ſubjecion of 
the whole man, the Life and the Language, the 
Mind,and the Mouth, the Faculties of the Soul, 
and the Organs of the Body to glorifie God, 
even the Father of our Lord-Feſus Chriſt. 
Gratitude to God ,, and Charity to our Bro- 
ther, engage us to a Form of Godlineſs ; the firſt 
makes us Peak Honourable things of God, the 
ſecond thing Neceſlary for Man ; Inſtruction 
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to the ignorant,Ropraote to the vicions, Com- 
fort to the difconiolate,when the Channels of 
the divine (piricare as open, as the Fountaine 
15 free and Feſtival ; Asthe Beneftcence of God 
to the body and ſoul requireth the jategrity of 
the whole man, who hath created 1nd blefſed 
both ; So he hath created and bl-f{el the Body 
in that Dependance on, and Communion with 
the Soul, that while there is Hnmility in the 
Heart, it will bend the knee in adoration;where 
there is deſire in the Reines, it will lift up the 
Hands in unceſlant Supplications ; where there 
is Joy in the Mind, it will open the Mouth to 
ſhew forth its praiſe. 

Our Baptiſmal Vow doth oblige us to con- 
feſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, which in the 
dayes of Perſecution was an eminent a@ of 
Fortitude and reſolution, Chriſt crucified was 
to the Fewes a Stumbling Block, and to the 
Greeks fooliſhnels 3 yer LaGantins tells us that 
' the Primitive Chriſtians had the ſigne of the 
Croſs drawn on their Fore-heads in moſt orient 
Blood, to per{wade Infidelsto beleive that they 
were built upon: the Jewiſh Stumbling ſtone, 
and dignified with the Grecian obloquy. The 
beauty of a Form is commended to us by theſe 
D Per- 


(26) 
Perfwaſions; as the Glorious Attire of Godli- 
neſs ; yet this Attire isto befitted and adapted 
to the power; I ſhall therefore ſuperadde. 


Rules to dire& the Form by the Power. 


Have no collateral Reſpe&, or Siniſter Deſign 
at thine own honour, advantage, or reputation 
in thy Profeſſions, and Forms of Godlineſs ; 
Itis an _—_—_ of a low, and a looſe, a mer- 
cinary and a dilingenuous ſpirit, for a man to 
pretend Gods Glory when he intends his own; 
God will have it all to himſelf, that no fleſh 
ſhould glory in his prelence; we are to lay 
down our Carnal Excellencies, when we take 
up a Spiritual Profeſſion. St. Pal gloried not 
in his own Labours, but in the Love of God, 
T laboxred more then they all, yet not T but the grace 
of God that is mme; I liveyet not I, but Chriſt 
livethin me ; much like that Expreſſion when 
he tells us, that when he doth what he hates, 
it is not I, but feu that dwelleth in me 3 Sothat 
as to his perſonal condition, when the fam rotal 
15 caſt up as to Grace, and Concupilcence, it 
amounts but to two Ciphers ſet one againſt 
another, as he doth juſtly excule his Infirmities, 
ſo he doth modeſtly refule the honour due unto 
his Graces, Avoid 


(979 
Avoid all conceited Tones, afefted Ac, 
cents; and Antick Geſtures in thy Profeſſion, 
and Form of Godlineſs ; theſe Ridiculous things 
are ſufficiently confated by a mimical Deriſton; 
for there is a Behaviour becoming Holineſs 
when we Profeſs as Saints, we ſhould At as 
Men ; ſome move in an higher Sphere, and 
lace Religion in the frequent Repeticions of 
Telus Chriſt, and the holy Spirit of God, when 
they have luſciouſly ingeminated theſe names, 
which are onely to be mentioned with Reve: 
rence, and Trembling, they think they have 
witneſſed a good Confeon; but ſome are para- 
mount, and vilifieall things that are not a pre- 
tence to Revelation, and a Lofty Language, as 
the Valentimians, in Irenens, deſpiſed the uſual 
Diale&s of other men , uſing Exotick Idioms, 
the bold, and -boaſting phraſes of Barbariens 3 
ſuch we meet with in the diſcourſes of Jacob 
Behman , and Van Helmont ; in the inſcriptions, 
and pages of the books of Q#akers, which they 
call the boſlomof God, the outward openings 
of inward ſhuttings, Godded with God, Chri- 
ſted with Chriſt , beams of approaching glory. 


Thele ſwelling words of vanity are unknown to 
D 2 the 
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the Scripture , and contrary to the ſimplicity 
that is in Chriſt. 

Let not the Form exceed the Power, or be as 
the Shadows of the Evening , Longer then the 
ſubſtances. on which they do depend, Virgl 
gives ſeveral ſigns of an approaching , night, 
That then the Toads begin to croak, andcraw]l 
about;;: The Shepherds return home, and the 
Shadows of the Mountains grow Long. Have 
we not had theſe il Symptoms , that our day is 
far ſpent? doe not Seftaries meet together in 
Numbers ? Are not ſome Paſtors ſuſpended 
from executing their Charge ? 13 not the King- 
dom of Darkneſs highly advanced ? we may 
guels it be Midnight by the Dreams and Il]u- 
fions , and pretended. Viſions of ſome Exthuſs. 
aſts..' Our Saviour condemned the Generation 
of the Phariſees, that curtail'd the Law , and 
made broad their PhylaGerics ; who when they 
Faſted , disfigured their faces by diſtorted 
Mouths, and penſive Countenances, as if defor- 
mity were the Form of Godlineſs. Suffer not the 
formto be of equal Extenſion with the power, 
becaule it 1s apt to Negenerate, and become 
Exceſlive. There arc ſome eminent Devotions, 
that are as the Sun in the Meridian,the Shadows 
arc 
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are ſmall ; andthey enter into a Cloſet, as a Re- 
cels from humane Obſervations, and there are 
Humiliations, wherein we are to anoint our Fa- 
ces, tomakethem Shine, and when they ſhine, 
as Moſes did, we are to vey]them , though it be 
by an Irradiation from God. We are infirudted 
to this by the Windows of Solomons Temple, 
that were narrow outwards , but broad within, 
and Receptive of light, by the Temple it ſelf, 
that was conſpicuous indeed without , bnt the 
Guildings and Magnificences were internal, by 
the Sanctuary that was Veiled, but within were 
the Altar, and Oracle, the Propitiatory and 
Mercy-Scat, the Cherubims, and God that 
dwelt between them; by the Heavens , whole 
Appearance to the Earth is an azure Canopy, 
embols't with Clouds, and glittering ſtars, but 
withinthere is. God , and Jeſus the Mediator of 
anew Covenant, an innumerable Company of 
Angels, and the Spirits of juſt men made perfect, 
that reig: ith him in unmortal, and everlaſting 
Glory. 

Let thy form keep a conſtant Tenour in heavy, 
as well as Halcion dayes; when Jeruſalem 
flouriſhed in the dayes of Alexander, the Sa- 
maritans worfhipped at her Temple, and came 
to 
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to warm themſelves at the High Preiſts fire; but 
when Antiochus had Ranſackt the City, and Sa- 
cred Treaſuries,then they bleſſed themſelves at 
mount Gerizim in the Denyal of the God of 
Iſrael : when Chriſt multiplyed the Loaves he 
multiplyed his followers, who would have 
taken him by force and made him King 3 They 
thought his Territoryes would be Opulent, his 
Feilds and Vineyards fertile , that his Jewiſh 
SubjeRs needed not to travel to Egypt in the 
dayes of Famine, but that his Monarchy 
would infinitely exceed that of Solomons in 
Peace and Plenty ; They thought that the Ro- 
man Fagles would be gathered as Chickens un- 
der his Wings,and that his Gleanings would be 
better then the Vintage of all the Kingdomes 
upon Earth ; But when he told them, his King- 
dome was not of this World; that his Crown muſt 
be of Thorns, how few did bear his reproach to 
follow him without the Camp ? to honour him 
in the indignitics of his paſſion ? What is this 
but the Artifice of filthy Lucre, to make a Gain 
of Godlineſs to aſſemble for Corn, Wine, and 
Oyl, to bake Cakes to the Queen of heaven, 
not to be conſumed with famine ; to court the 
Kings Daughter becauſe ſhe is an Inheritrix of 
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temporal Bleſſings, and not for the Beauties of 
her Holineſs; but they that are affraid, or 
aſhamed of the Profeflion of Godlineſs before 
, Tyrants, Tribunais, Flames, and Faggots, of 
them will the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 
comes in the glory of the Father , with all his 
holy Angels. 

Let thy Form haveluchan inviting Modeſty, 
as toallure others to a Love and Participation 
of the Power of Godlineſs. Muſitians obſerve in 
the Sympathy of ſounds, that if two Viols be 
tuned to a Conſonancy, and the Stringofone 
be ſtruck , the ſame ſtring of the other will 
ſound, though laid at a Diſtance ; ſuch an Har- 
mony there is of Souls, that if a well-tuned 
Heart be ſtrack with the Finger of God, it will 
ſend forth fuch a Melody that will work in 
others, anUniſon, and Concord with it ſelf; 
Daxid went up withthe Tribes to worſhip, An- 
drew brought Simon, Philip Nathaniel, the wo- 
man of Sanmaria the City of Sychar to the pre- 
tence of the Meſsiah. 

' The Apoftles did triumph in the Myriads of 
the Fews, the Kingdoms of the Gentiles, the 
Numberleſs Accefſions of the World to the lit» 


tle Flock of Chrift. A Form well ordered in all 
things 
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things by a [weet and gracious Converſation, 
doth powerfully and placidly inſinuate it ſelfto 
produce this FfF-& ; which I ſhall demonſtrate 
thus. The' Word is the great Inſtrument of 
Faith; it hatha Moral, and Suaſive Power to 
propound Arguments to the Underſtanding , 
and Objets to the Will, Faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. But this Cauſe 
is not irreſiſtible, tor we find the Apoſtle taking, 
up the Complaint of the Prophet, Who hath be- 
lieved our report ? But where the Word is deft- 
cient, the Formof a good Converſation may be 
Efiicient of Faith in Chriſt. St. Peter exhorts 
Wiwes to be in {ubjeftion to their own Huſ- 
bands, that if any obey not the Word, they may 
without the Word be won, with the converſation of 
their Wives, while they behold their chaſtity cou- 
pled with fear. It ſeems the Eye 1s a better Or- 
gan then the Ear, ſometimes to conveigh Light 
and Happinels to the Spirit, and good Works 
are better Orators then good Words; For fo 
weread in Story, that Theodolinda , Queen of 
the Longobards, converted both her Husbands, 
the Firſt from Gentiliſm , the other from Aria: 
niſm,an auſpicious Lady, toeſpoule them both + 
to the great Bridegroom of Souls} but the Sto- 
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ry is ſtill Big with greater Wonder, for her Vir - 
tues were ſo Exemplary and Eminent, that they 
executed an Apoſtolick Ollice, and converted 
the Nation of her Subje&s to be baptized into | 
the Catholick Faith. 

It chon ſceſt a beauty in the Form of Godli- 
neſr, ard wouldſt preſerve ir from decay, avoid 
the (Ins mentioned in the Catalog'!1e. The Ene- 
mies of a form, arethoſe of her own houſe, no 
Sins make hermore Odious, then thole that are 
Shrowded and Sheltred under her ProteCtion. 

All fin hath ſuch an abhorrerce to the pow- 
ers of holine(s, that they hate the Form, and 
Fringes of her Garment /as is commonly obſer- 
ved of the Panther, that he ſo abhors the perſon 
ofa man, that he tears in pieces his piture) For 
a Form extorts, from Seducers, and SeQaries , 
thoſe Ations that are againſt the Bent and In- 
clination of their hearts ; They are Coverous, 
and yet the falſe Apoſtles at Corinth, preached 
freely to ger Occaſion of Glory , and diſgrace 
St. Paul; who was there forced to live by his Me» 
chanick Labours, that he might not be Burden- 
ſom, or Chargeable to that Opulent and Cen- 
ſorious City, 


They are Self:loyers, in their Benificence and 
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Good Will towards men. I need not mention 
any more, ſeeing Selt-love is ſo Prolitical a Pa- 
rent of all the other Sins, that they muſt have a 
Commixturc and Co-incidence with it, as Bran- 


' ches inthe Stem from whence they grow : So 


that the Form is a Reſtrictionto, and Contradi- 
&ion of their Villanies, though they uſe it asan 
Artifice to palliate their ſweet and ſecret Sins, 
and to make way far an open Diſlolution ; The 
ſixth verſe calls them Creepers, while they creep 
into bouſes unawares,and privily ſow their Tares, 
and are Deſpicable ; they inſinuate themſelves 
with Pretences of Strictnels, and a Tender Con- 
ſcience, of Modeſty, and Meckneſs, of Conde- 
ſcentions , and Philanthropy 3 but when the 
Creeping Party becomes prevailing, they ſoon 
forget their formal Complements,and break the 
Bonds of their former Reſtrictions aſunder, and 
caſt away their Cords from them ; they are Blaſ- 
phemers,, and fill heaven with Reproaches ; 
Traytors, and fill Kingdoms with Seditions, the 
Tender Conlcicnce ſoon betrayes it (elf in Sear- 
edneſs, and unnatural Aﬀection, is incontinent 


' inall Exceſles, and fierce in all Errors, witha_ 


Rage reaching up to heaven: how contrary 1s 
this tothe Light of the Goſpel , that isaltoge- 
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ther Serene, and Pacifical ; to the Tongues of 
Fire thatdeſcended onthe Apoſtles,that by all- 
powerfull words did create thoſe Miracles that 
were all like his thac ſent the Comforter, the 
inſtances of mercy: new light ſoon turns into 
Wild-fire, and the Tender Conſcience Ravens 
as a Wolte, to make havock of the Church; 
The Arians, and Donatiſts of old, and Anabap- 
tifts in Munſter, and Sefaries of England 
of late have been ſufficient Arguments to 
make this manifeſt to all men, and Alarms 
to Princes whole ſecurity conſiſts in the Pre- 
ſervation of Religion ; In this vigilancy Babilon 
exceeded Zion, for Nebuchadnezar made a 
Decree, that what ever Nation ſpake againſ 
the God of Shadrach, ſhould be made a Dunghill, 
but of Judah where God was known the Pro- 
phet complains, according to the Number of thy 
Cities, ſoarethy Gads O Judah: to return, An 
Hypocrite Loves not freely , and heartily his 
Reigning Sin, becauſe it exerciſeth a Tyranny 
and Co-ative Power over him; it reſtraines 
him from (ſwallowing the ſweet Morcels he 
—_— hungers after, therefore he Dethrones 
It, and takes away the*Scepter of Authority 
from it, when he can have his other Lords to 
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Reign over him; and expoſes his Form when 
he hath caſt of its Yoak to the greateſt Odium 
and Contempt what cheap thoughts muſt men 
have of a Form of Godlineſs when it's infefted 
with Diſhoneſty, the feigned Saint is manifeſtly 
a real Knave, and all his Humiliations and Pray- 
ers, wherein he deprecates the Evils of Cove- 
roulnel; , are apparently but feigned words to 
make merchandiſe of the Inheritance of Or- 
phans, the Houſes of Widdowes, the Patrimo- 
ny of the Church, and the Rights of his Bro- 
ther? how infamous muſt the way of Balaam 
be in the opinions of men? who ſaid he would 
not curſe Iſraelfor an houſe-full of Silver and 
Gold; crying out, how good are thy Tents O Fa: 
cob, and thy Tabernacles O Iſrael ; Praying that 
there might be no Divination againſt Jacob , or 
Inchantment againſt Ifrael; yet all this holy 
Diſcourſe and heavenly Reſolution was but 
a Varniſh to a deceitful] heart that was Brib'd 
with filthy Lucre, and the Wages of unrighte- 
oulnels: can a Dogs neck more deſecrate an 
Altar? or the image of an Adonis a Temple ? 

then for a man to flingout his InveRtives againſt 
ſin, and yet toindulge thoſe that are contribu- 
tary to his Luſt, and, Avarice? what are the 
Prayers 
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Prayers of theſe men but ſo many Pradiical 
Lyestold to heaven, who while they pray, with 
a tacite Blalphemy defie God, and when they 
ſin, by open Atheiſm deny him, and the Vota- 
ries areas certainly the Captives of the Devil, 
as they arethe creatures of God. 

Avoid thoſe fins that are inconſiſtent with a 
Form of Godlineſs , which may be reduced to a 
tripartite Diviſion; Some hinder the Aſſu- 
ming of a Fox», others Blaſt it, whilſt it is Pro- 
felled ; and others do Renounce it, and Caſt it 
off. The fins that hinder the Aſſuming of a 
Form, are Prejudice, and Fear. 

Prejudice againſt the Precepts, that command 
us to cut off the Right hand, which is interpre- 
red the Mutilation of the Body ; as Fervency of 
Spirit 1s the Calenture of the Sou], the Commu- 
nicating and Doing good, the Waſting the 
Eſtate , and being Evil ſpoken of tor the Name 
of Chriſt, the Wounding the Reputation, theſe 
are the Grievous Commandments of an Hard 
Maſter, to which , jn ſteadof Binding them to 
mens Fingers, they give them a Manumiſſion 3 
and with the Young man in the Goſpel, Go 
away; and with Orpab, ſalute, and forſake to- 
gether. 

Fear, 


You . wa 
y - ' «4 
: 
-— LO RR * 69G 
"EL —_— _— 


(33) 

Fear, if with Scylla, they could ſee a Crown 
on the Liver of the Sacrifice, the Wages of God- 
lineſs, the Divinations of Riches and Honour; 
they would become Diſciples; but when they 
Oblerve all that will live Godly in Chriſt, muſt 
ſuffer Perſecution , and through many Tribula- 
tions we mult enter into the Kingdom of hea- 
ven, they are offended at the Crols of Chriſt, 
they think there is a Lyon in the way , that af- 
frightens them from any Eſſay of walking in 
them. 

Theſe ſins hinder men from being Catechu- 
mens,but which is worſe, ſome that are Baptized 
blaſt their Profeſſion by a Flagitious Life, live 
without God inthe world, that it had been bet- 
ter for them they had never known the Way of 
Truth, Such are they that think it below a 
Brave Spirit, to tremble at a Threatniog, but 
ſtifle the Warnings of their own Boſom, and 
live in Chambering, and Wantonneſs, Rage, 
and Riot, Swearing, and Uncleanneſs , that a 
man without the Breach of Charity may ſay, 
they have no Faith. 

But Apoſtacy, from Faith , and Obedience, 
does Obliterate all the CharaQers of a Form, 
and makes Shipwrack of Profeſſion, and res 
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nounceth Communion with the Viſible Church- 
There were three ſorts of theſe Apoſtates in the 
times of Sr. Cyprian; the Traditores, that gave 
their Bibles,in ſtead of their Bodies, to be burnt; 
the Tharificati , that offered Incenſe to Idols ; 
and the Libellatici, whoſe Denials of Chriſt 
were more Private and Auricular, but bought 
Tickets from the Magiſtrates, to preſerve them 
from that Bloody Inquiſition. Now an Apo- 
ſtate cannot be an Hypocrite, for heis gone out 
of the PrecinQs of the Church 3 They went out 
from us,becauſe they were not of us, ſaith St. Fobn, 
they have broken themſelves off from that Body 
into which they were implanted by Baptiſm, 
and are Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe: 
Thus we ſee the Dignity, and Defe&ion of 
a Form, how it isto be exerciſed, ſuſpended,and 
moderated, and how to dire& its courſe be- 
tweena Rude, and Rigid Zeal, and a looſe and 
Sceprical Profeflion ; we ſee the Grounds and 
Gradations of its Diſhonours, and Decays, 
how that it departs fromſome men as the Glory 
of the Lord did- from the Temple, and Altar, 
and Threſhold of the houſe, in the Viſion of 
Ezekiel: and when the Leafe thus falls and 
withereth , the Tree is Barren, and Corrupr, 
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for that is the Clumacterical time to ſhew its 
Diſcale is Mortal, and therefore it muſt not 
cumber the Vineyard , but be cut down, or 
plucked up by the Rootes. 

But it is high time for us to come to the Power - 
of Godlineſs , which hath ſo much Goodneſs in 
it, that it ſhould not be accounted an Offence; 
and ſo much Wiſdom , that it ſhould not be ac: 
counted Fooliſhneſs; the Necellity of it is lo 
great , that it ſhould not be Delayed, andthe 
Excellency ſo Glorious, that it ould not be 
Denied : therefore, as all men ſhonld acquireit 
for Salyation, ſo our Preſent Duty is to in- 
quire , wherein it Conſiſts, and Diſcoverethit 
ſelf. 

I have already explained the Phraſe, that the 
Reducing of the Habits , and Viral Principles of 
Crace into At, is the Power of Godlineſs ; the 
Philoſophy of which Leads us to the Conſidera- 
tion, That Habits of Grace are thoſe Divine 
Qualities, infuſed into- the Soul by the Spirit of 
God , which incline the Heart, and {way the 
Conſcience toan aCtual Obedience, to the Will 
of God, with Facility, and great Delight. They 
are theretore called by the Fathers, and School. 


men, the Springs, and Fountains of Grace, not 
like 
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like the Fountain in-rhe midſt: of -Paradife that 
flowes with continual waters, but like the waz 
ters of Siloam, that ſpring from the foot of 
mount Sion, qut xx jiigilins 49niaſed certir horis 
diebuſq; ebullit, whole Streams are not alwayes 
Cutrent, but in the due feaſons'of time : The 
muſical knowledgeof aLutaniſt inhis Quavers, 
Reſts, and Motions, whereby bei is able on all 
occaſions) toi play thoſe delightful: Airs that 
commend his skill;is the Habir of theArtift but 
ſuppole the Hand of the Lutaniſt bewounded, 
he hath ſtill the ' knowledge, and Habit of his 
Faculty; although the Exerciſe be prevented by 
thel iſpoſition of thar-neceſſary Ioftramenr 
of his muſick; ſo the Godly man that hath 
_ principles of a Celeſtial Original, hath 
all occafions his ſences —_— by rea- 
loaf uſe, futable to thoſe commands the law 
of God requires, and thoſe Emergencies the 
Providences of God expole him to: and: - 
though: the Afts of Grace may: be ſuſpend 
ſometimes by Natural, or QivilaQions, Fs 
times by: inevitable )Tafirmities, yer ſtill be 
hath a New 'Nature, the Un&ion of the Holy 
one, and theſced ol God abllingis. him: for 
$1 - our 
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our clearer underſtanding of' which, we are to 
confider. 

1. The Plenty of Godlineſs conſiſts in the 
Habits of Graces 3. The Righteous are ſaid to 
be Trees Planted by the Rivers of water, and 
th: Trees of the Lord are full of Sappe. The 
Radical moyſture of thele noble Vines may 
Retice to the Root in Winter, yet at the return 
of the. Sun [they ſend forth their Grapes in 
Cluſters,/and cheir Perfume as the fme]l of Le. 
banon, as a homage of gratitude to the Influen- 
ences of Heaven, and the Bleſlings of God. 
Thele are the Gifts of a Liberal God; hke thoſe 
of aPrince in his Inauguration and Feſtivity, 
for he ſhedsabroad the waſhing of Regenerati- 
on, aud the renewingof the Holy Ghoſt abnn- 
dantly/upon 1s; that we may abound-.in the 
wotk: of the; Lord: And as there 1s more light 
m' thei body of 'the- Suri, then in all the beams 
thatiſhine on the World +for, ſappole they were 
all Eclipled, the Surma moment} or impercep» 
tible time; could flipply: them all*, by one Irra- 
diation} ſo if the Adts;of) Grate'were all vaniſh- 
ced,' they would be [Renewed by the treaſures 
of:their Caules,..The Ads of Grace are Tranfi- 
ent; but the Habits are Permanent, and Reple- 
niſh 
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niſh the ſoul with' innumerable Aﬀivities, to 
the Comfort of the Believer, and the Glory of 
the Giver. . This is called ,- a Living by Faith, 
therefore a&ts flow from the Habits of grace, as, | 
beams from the Sun , and ſtreams from a foun- 
tain, are many, mighty, pleaſing, vigorous, and 
deleQable, they are free, frequent, natural,and. 
numberlels. | | 

2, The Power of Godlineſs , is the reducing 
the Habits of Grace into Exerciſe, and Operati- 
on, The ſame word doth the Apoſtle uſe to his 
ſon Timothy, Be flrong in the Grace that js in Je- 
ſus.Ghrift ;, goon from Strength to Strength , till 
thok appear before God in Sion; ſhine like the 
Sun, more and more, till the perfe& Day , who 
from the Twylight at the morning , Runs his 
Racelike'a Gyant, till it comes to its meridian 
brightneſs. The Initials of Grace are weak , 
likean Embryo , infirm as an Infant, but by ſu- 
peradded ads, the Smoaking Flax is kindled in- 
toa Flame, and the Bruiſed Reed becomes a 
Cedar, the Habits grow in ſtrength, and ſtature, 
by the addition of one grace toanother, which 
is the ſupply of every part extenſively , adding 
to faith virtue; and intenſively, by the additi- 
on of one degree of Grace unto another , till it 
F 2 comes 
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comes to the NP"... . when righ- 
teouſnels is revealed from faith tofaith ; Grace 
13 ncyer commenſurate in the beauty of propor- 
tion , till it is canſummate in the beauty of per- 
fetion, They that 'were divorced: from their 
fins, as Phaltzel was from Michal, who went 
weepingafter her to Bahurim; when this Giftof 
God is ſtirred up in them , contemplate ho- 
line(s with joy; they that did deprecate\ Wrath 
with Fear, 1mplore Mercy, with Confidence 3 
They that ſought after him whom their ſoul Lo- 
ved, when, with Aydrew, they have found the 
Meflias, Lean on his boſom, Love him dearly; 
Eſtcem him highly, Follow him fully, and Live 
with him eternally, 

The weak.in:the faith, and the feeble-mind- 
ed, wreſtle not with Principalities, and Powers, 
but with God himfelfgive all diligence to-make 
their Calling ſure; prels forward to the Price of 
theirhigh Calling, abound m thework of the 
Lord, till by unceſiant Labeiirs) they reſt in the 
Fruition of him; as if we might ſupple a ſpark 
of Fire uncxtinguiſhable , it would be in conti- 
nual Aſcents, till jt came to 4ts own Counz 
treys and Region, under theConcave of the 
Moon 0G 0311.3 25812 16 | [0710 
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1. There is a mighty Tendency and Impulſe 
in Habits to exertthemſelves into AQ, they are 
the full Breaſts of Conſolation, that are uneaſie 
till they are Drawn, and Diſpenced, they are as 
ſeed caſt into the Earth, that lives and growes 
up }nto an Harveſt ; They are Talents to be 
improved, and Lampsto be furniſhed ; and be» 
cauſe Flames are ſoon ſpent unleſs God be in 
the Buſh, and Streams fon vaniſh without an 
Ocean, it being God that worketh in us both to 
Will, and co Doe, thar giveth Life and Motion 
to theſe Qualities of the Soul; we muſt have 
ſtill Recaurſe to the Influences of his Power, 
and the ſupplyesof hisſpirit. 

2. There isa Gratitude in free and frequent 
as to further the Growth, Strength, and Ra- 
dication of their Habits ; as natural Qualities 
are intended by natural AQtions, ſo are ſuper» 
natural, as the more a man /playes on a Muſical 
Inſtrument, the greater are the habiliments of 
his art; So Hoſeab. 6. 3. Then fhall ye know 
the Lord, it yefollow on to know the Lord; 
infuſed knowledge ſhonld be increaſed by a 
Rudious meditation ; So Col/, 1. 10. Filled 
with the Knowledge of his will in all wiſdom and 
ſpiritual underflanding, there is the Infuſion of 
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the Habit , That ye might walk worthy of the 
Lordunto all well pleaſing, being fruitfull in every 
good work, there it 1s reduced to aQt, increaſing 
in the knowledge of God, there is the Radication 
of it, For hethat will do Gods will ſhall know of 
the Doftrine whether it be of God. Joh. 17. 7. 
they are not Lazy and Languid things, but are 
diſcovered by the: facility ſtrengthned by the 
frequency of their own ACtions. The: habit 
and the a& are thus bound up together in the 
Bbndles of life, combine in Vigor, a nd Virtue, 
in Influence, and Cauſality on one another; and 
hence it is that an Habit of Grace is a Quality 
difficultly removed, and although ic may be 
interrupted and ſuſpended by impetuous Temp- 
tations, and imperious Luſts, yet in this Hoſti- 
lity and Conflid itis Reſtteſ(s tillit is prevalent, 
and have Dominion, as the Sympathy of a 
Need!etouched with a Load-ſtone makes it un- 
quiet inits greateſt trembling, and diſturbance, 
till it Refts, as in its Center, 1n a Dire& Line 
poynting at the Polar ſtar; Andas in an uneven 
Ally a Bow! may run one way when the Byals 
inclines it another, ſo a Godly Man may be Di- 
ſturbed by Surreptionand Infirmity,though the 
Habit doth ſublimate, and (way the heart to = 

C- 
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ſervice of God : The habits of Grace will not 
be kept 11 ar&2 cuſtodia, but will break priſon, 
and walk at Liberty. 


This Power diſcovereth itſelf. 


1. In Reſiſting ſtrong Temptations, to ex- 
preſs it in the Alluſion of the Apoſtle, it quits 
it ſelf like a Man in its ſpiritual Olympicks, 
when the meſſenger of Satan buffeted our 
gon he beſought the Lord thrice, the aſſault 
of an Enemy excites the valour of. a Veteran 
Souldier, {o the urgency and vehemeney of 
Temptation made him ingeminate his requeſts 
to God. 

2. In mortifying ſtrong corruptions, dethro- 
ning Satan from his ſtrong holds, captivating 
every Imagination, that towreth againſt the 
commands ot Chrift , deſtroying every Reign- 
ing fin, as Joſuab did the Kings of Canaan. 

3+ In Acts of eminent Obedience ; A facri- 
fice can be worth but little, that coſts nothing ; 
Abel offered up his Beſt, Abraham was willing 
to ſacrifice his ſon, St. Pan himſelf, he was rea- 
dy to be oftered ; This Power animates and en- 
obles the heart, to hate father, and mother; to 
calt 
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caſt away hischicfeſt Joy, asa ſnate , tocutoff 
the Right hand, and pullout che Right eye, to 
fling away the moſt precious Treaſure, asa Tor- 
menr, at the command of Chriſt 3 if a man have- 
Wit and Learning, this divine power is as a” 
ſpring of Motion to him, to be uſefull and profi- 
tablein worthy Inſtances , and Inſtitutions 3 in 
meditations on Gods Word , Defence of his 
Truth, Inſtruction of his People, and inquiry 
into thoſe myſteries, that is, the Emulation of 
Angels topry into: ifa man hath Honour, this 
Power makes it a Champion for the Patronage , 
and Luſtre of Religion, it Humbles him, to flin 
down his Coronet at the feet of the Lamb, w 
Advanceth him, becauſe he hath ſomething the 
world hathan Eſteem for, to Deny for his Savi- 
our, which is beyond the Proportions, and poſ- 
fibilities of ordinary Chriſtians : if he hath Ri- 
ches , this Power turns his Almoner, feeds the 
Hungry, cloaths the Naked , Eres Hoſpitals, 
builds Schools of Learning , and makes his life* 
the definition of the Law of Charity : all his 
meaſures in religion are laudable, and tranſcen- 
dent, not ohely thruſt down, and ſhaken roge- 
ther, but running over. 

But do not theſe Gloryes of the Power W 

. God- 
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Godlineſs , diſcourage thoſe that are weak in 
grace? Ianſwer, that it may be propoundedas 
a Probleme, that the i: Jew-born Babe hath more 
ſtrength,then the Old man, the infancy of grace 
15 more powerfull, then the Decrepid Age of an 
inveterate Luſt, as there is mote vigour in a few 
Drops of Spirits,then a great quaatity of water) 
ſo there is in the {malleſt ſeed , and (parkle of 
Godlinels, then thevreater mexſires of Corru- 
ption: for this ſeed grows 'in the midit of all the 
Tares that would choak it, and tl:is ſparkle lives 
in the midſt of all the waters that would extin- 
guiſh it, and the ſmoaking Flax, and bruiſed 
Reed, break forth into Vittory, againſt all the 
Winds and Tempeſts that oppole them : which 
ſtrange vigour doth not ariſe from the immorta- 
lity of any Grace in it ſelf,but from the ſupplies 
of that ſpirit, that is greater, potentior, ſaith Be: 
%4, {tronger in us, then he that is in the world. 

I ſhall concludeall by an inſtance, how to re- 
duce the Habit of Love,that Powertal,and Ope- 
rative Grace into a(t; which when it is once 
Kindled in the Boſom of a man, he finds. his 
Heart, like the Diſciples going to Emaus, bara 
in the flames of a moR Seraphical Aﬀ:fion. The 
Maſter of the Sentences denies any habit of Love 
in the ſou], bur affects, thatall its Emanations 

| G flow 
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flow immediately from the Perſon of the Holy 
Ghoſt: but ſeeing the Apoſtle exprefily diſtin- 
guiſheth between the habit of Love,and the Spi- 
rit, as between the FffeR, and its Cauſe, when 
he tells us, That the Love of God 1s ſhed abundant. 
ly in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt; and the Ats 
of this Loveare Defined to be , the Fulfilling of 
the Law, the Bond of Perfection, and the end of the 
Commandment , we may reduce this habir into 
at'by Examples, and Arguments. 

1. By Argument, Enter then, Omy ſoul, into 
thoſe Calleries, wherein the King of Glory 
Walks, and 15 Detained ; and Obſerve how he 
hath commended his Love toward thee, All the 
Dimenſions of his Love, its Height , Length, 
Depth,and Breadthare fomany Topicks to per- 
{wade and allure thee, to be Eſpouled to him, 
as thy Bridegroom. 

The heig! th »f this Loveis Extaſic;that God 
over all, bleſſed for ever, cqual ro the Father,in 
whomare hid a!! the Treaſures of wiſdom, and 
Knowledge, whom the Angels worſhip, fhonld 
have his heart Raviſhed with a Creature, pollu- 
ted with Blood, defiled with Sin, ſubjeFted to 
Damnation, that when thob waſt upon the Pre- 
eipice of Ryfne, ſtretched forrh his hand to fave 
meey and Brave thee into His Bolom. Canſt thou! 

O my 
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O my ſoul! forbear tofay withthe beloved Dif- 
ciple; To him that Loved us, and waſbed us from 
a in bis own blood, and hath made ns Kings, 
and Prieſts unto God; Tohim be glory and domini- 
on, for ever andewver. 
The depth of this Love was humility, he hum- 
bled himſelf co affume our nature in the Form 
of a ſeryant, to bear our miſeries , and become 
obedient to death. David and Fonathan were 
a famous pair of Lovers; Jonathan, who was heir 
apparent to the Crown, Knew David was de- 
ſigned for it by the Almighty , yet was faithful 
to him in his ſecrets, follicitous for him in his 
Dangers, and gave him his hand to advance him 
to his own Throne : But the Love of Chriſt is 
without a Parallel, That ſupream power thould 
allume the Form' of a Servant, infinite glory 
ſhould ſubmit toa Reproach , exquifite Parity, 
ſhould ſuffer imputed fin, that the Son of God's 
Complacency ſhould bear the Viols 'of his 
Wrath, ſhould deſcend from heaven | come out 
of the Boloin: of his Father, to! enter into a 
Grave; what greater token of his Love could he 
give thee, then his Agony, his Blood, his Life ? 
Surely, Omy {oal, chou-art harder then Iron, if 
this Loadſtone will not draw thee. Well might 
Solomon 'rifle all the Rarities of Nature, to be 
| CG 2 SyM- 
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S ymbols of this Love, to whichthe whole Crea- 
tion 15 not. ſufficient to be an Allegory. For 
greater Love then this hath no man, then to Lay 
down his Life for his friend; bur herein he com- 
mended his Love to us, that while we were ſin- 
ners, hedied for us. Conſider the High Prieſt of 
our Profeſſion » hanging qn the Altar of his 
Crols, with hisarms ſtretched wide open to re- 
ceive thee, andcanſt thou forbear Leaning on 
his Breaſt, and prying into the ſecrets of his 
Love, the Knowledge of which paſſeh Under- 
ſtanding. | 
Lhe Breadthofthis Love is Univerſality : fo 
immenle it is, that it hath mercy for thouſands, 
a Plenteous Redemption, lalvationtothe utter- 
moſt; he taſted, death for every man, and Laid 
down his life for the world. No man ever peri- 
ſhed for want of Bounty, or Bowels, the Pa(ſion 
_ Compaſſi ton of a Saviour, but becauſe his ſen- 
© ſual Part is offended at Chriſts Croſs, and com- 
mands., Conſider then, O:my ſoul | how dele- 
Gable are his Laws ? how glorious his Crols ? 
Obedience is eſſential to Love , and where it is 
habitual, there is as muck Pleaſancneſs in his Pre- 
cept, as there-i5 Sweetnels in his Promiſe: if thou 
prefer, profit with Judas, pleaſure with Zimri, 
honour with Diotrephes, an Obliquity before a 
Right 
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Right path, thon doſt not only ſin againſt the 
Precept, but the Grace of God that would 
alliſt thee to obſerve it. Faith looksat a future 
Retribution, but love immediately at the Me- 
ritof the Law-giver and the kindneſs of his 
Commands 3 and it the Amabilities of them, 
were once prelented to thee, it would beas un- 
caſie to thee to be vicious, as it would be to a 
vicious Perſon to be Devout; thou wouldſt 
ſee Liberty in his Yoake, and Lightneſs in his 
Burden, it would be as a Wing to a Dove, an 
help in motion, as Ballaft to a ſhip, an hindrance 
againſt flutuation. As his Commands arePlea- 
ſantneſs, ſo is his Crols peace, our Saviour to 
commend his Love to us, conſulted not the 
Dignity of his perſon, the Tragedy of his Paſli- 
on, but longed for his Suffrings, thirſted after 
his Cup, hungred after that Pafſover, which he 
was to eate with (uch bitrer herbs. Eſteem then 
O my Soul! but all things as Drolſs to know 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, which are 
' Seals of thy Adoption, Pledges of Gods paters- 
nal Love, and and work an cternal weight of 
Glory. 

The length of this I ove 1s eternity, its an 
ancient Love, from everlaſting, he love.l us 
firſt its durable to cycrlaſting, he loved us to 
the 
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the end ; it is not'Critical, or Captious to take 
offence atevery lapſe, or Omiſſion. And if it 
be lawfull to ſpeak of the Duration of God, 
by the Meaſures of time ; this Love was as 
reatin the firſt Moment as it can be to Eterni- 

ty : for then did the admirable and aſtoniſhin 
Wiſdom of the bleſſed Trinity conſult the 
Salvation of thy Precious Soul ; by the Incar- 
nation, and Paſſion of the Son of God, when 
the fallen Angels were leftin a State of irreco- 
verable Perdition : That he that is Glorious in 
holineſs, ſhould be a Sin and a Curle for us by 
the ProjzeRs ſet up from everlaſting, isſo ſtu- 
pendious a Depth that unleſsit had been mani: 
feſted in the Goſpel, had been the higheſt Blaſ- 
phemy to imagineit, and what the Wiſdom of 
the three Perſons did contrive, the Love of the 
ſecond did beſtow, he loved us, and gave him- 
ſelf for us, Thou muſt then O my Soul! either 
account all this a Golden Dream, or a well de: 
viſed Fable, or elſe not ſuffer the world to be 
a Rival in thy Eſtimation, and AﬀeGtion with 
the Son of God, if theſe meditations be feri- 
ouſly beleived, and judiciouſly weighed, thou 
canſt not Expoſtulate what is thy Belowed more 
then another Belowed, who is the cheifeſt among 
ten 
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ten thouſand, altogether Lowe, and altogether 
Lovely, 

2. Converſe with divine Obje&ts and Ex- 
amples. As Flame Kindles Flame, fo doe exam- 
ples excite Love, and ObjeRs not only Attract 
the heart but Raviſh and Transform it} if 
David mules, the fire will burn, if Moſes be in 
the mount his face will ſhe 3 the Butterfly doth 
adorn her (elf, and the Bee enrich her (elf, by 
dwelling on the Flowers of the feild ; if a Ray 
of Love may ſpring from a Glance, how much 
more froma Viſten face to face, a-fn}l contemp= 
lation of the beauty of holineſs ? Iſhall con» 
fidec but three treinds of the Bridegroom, and 
their Delicious . Intimacies with him ; Mary 
Magd:[21(he loved much, andkned the feet of 
Chiiſt, roacknowledge her {ubjetion to him; 
ſhe wathed them with her Tears; and wiped 
them with the Haires of her head : if rhere 
w-re virtue in touching the Hemme of his Car» 
ment, much more in- kiſling his-teer rhat were 
ſo Beaurifull that his very foot-ſtool was 
glorious, and the Throne of. Grace ; St. John 
( we may fay ) kilsed the hands of Chriſt to 
acknowledge his Dependance on him, whole 
hand was the great inſtrument of Bounty, 
whole 
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whoſeBolom, in which he Lodged, the Tree 
ſary of Grace and Cabinet of lr where he 
hadthe miſterics of the Kingdom of Heaven 
revealed to him could a man chooſe a diviner 
manſion, or inhabite a better Tabernacle? The. 
Spouſe kifled the Lipps of Chriſt to ſhow her 
Communion with him. Thoſe Lipps that had 
Grace powred intothem, and ſpake the Words 
of eternal Life; ſuch Examples will excite the 
heart to Emulation and make it ſick of Love; 
I will give him then ten thouſand Kifles, and 
embraces, I will ſerve him, praiſe him, Truſt in 
him cill my love is conſummate, by being for 
ever with the Lord; And then Omy Soul, if 
he ſhould aske thee as he did Peter, Simon Bar 

onah Lowe ak thox me? thou wilt anſwer as he 
did, Lord, t — all things, thou knowesE 
that I love thee, 


By this inſtance-we axedirected to exerciſe any 
other WD Goſpel. 


FINIS. 


